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Houses at Jarmo

The houses at Jarmo were multi-roomed rectangular structures built of tauf, or press
lumps of clay or mud, sometimes on stone foundations. The floors were compacted
earth on a bed of reeds. Access between the small rooms was through waist-high
openings in the walls. The hole in the upper left of this reconstructed Jarmo house
would not have been present in the actual house. Rather, it is meant to show the

construction of the roof from reed mats and clay laid over logs that spanned the roon

Madel of a Jarmo house
Limestona
1638

Doors would have swung open and shut fron
an upright pole, which was secured st the
top by & stone “arm” protruding from the wal
of the house, At the bottom, the pole would
have rested in the socket of & pivot stone.

; Upper pivat
Limestone
Thummdmdbnhhmdmhm&.mmm Iraq, Jatma, I, 375 .
hﬂn.l-u‘lnplmhnllhrm Nealithic period (7000-5000 i)
Extavated i 1950-51
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Jarmo reached its largest size in the early seventh millennium gc. At that
time, about 150 people were living in some 20-30 houses, and the
settlement extended over an area of some 1.3 hectares or 3.2 acres.
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Excavations at Jarmo in the spring of 1948. Radiocarbon dates
indicate that people were living at Jarmo over a span of two

thousand years, from 7000-5000¢c.
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